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Work: The story of an hour, by Kate Chopin 
Period: Realism
Initial reaction to a work.
The story of an Hour is a very interesting story written by Kate Chopin in 1894. The story is very real as it depicts situations that are real in our daily life situations in the world (Chopin, 2013). Mrs. Mallard is women who has just lost her husband and people are very careful in the way they will break the news to her. In the society when people losses their loved ones, the message is usually conveyed carefully to avoid them being heart-broken even more by the situation. This is what is presented in this story hence making it very interesting and attractive. The story depicts what even the society faces in the today’s world on the challenges of passing a sad message on the death of important people in the society. 

The simplicity in which Kate Chopin puts writes the story makes it even more interesting. The choice of words makes the story appealing to the readers hence making it more attractive. The stylistic methods used to convey the message also makes it interesting and above all, the context in which the story is written makes it real and applicable in our real life situations (Chopin, 2013). Mrs. Mallard`s heart is depicted as very delicate portraying the nature of women in the society hence such sad story about the passing of her husband should be carefully be told to her.

The story continues to bring out another theme of how women are not yet free in their marriages. This is because Mrs. Mallard longed for the day when her husband would not be coming back to home. This means she did not have the freedom to do what she intended to do in their marriage. This made her long for more freedom hence wishing her husband was dead. The occurrence of her death however does not make things right for her as she is saddened by the despise f her husband and she will never see him alive again (Chopin, 2013). This brings the contradictory nature of a human heart in the real life situation hence making the story more attractive and interesting.
Historical Context.
Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin is a reflective short story on how women were not seen as important creatures in the society during the time of Realism period. The roles of a woman had not been well defined and as such women were always confined to do household chores. This means women were to be left at home while the man of the house left to work for his family (Chopin, 2013). The theme of freedom of women as well as their rights comes up. The desire by Mrs. Mallard to be free and not seeing her husband again portrays that she lacked freedom while her husband was alive. In the European, Asian countries as well as other parts across the world during this time, women were usually seen as lesser beings hence they were usually controlled by men. Lighter duties were also left for women in the society and women had no rights nor freedom. As such, this story brings into light the historical aspect on individualism and freedom of women

Kate Chopin was a renowned writer who wrote several short stories who lived between 1950 and 1904 (Wyatt, 1995). Her writing career started after her husband’s death and this can easily be connected to the story. This depicts she gained her freedom to write after the death of her husband portraying how women could not be freed to do their will by their husband. This can easily be related to Mrs. Mallard situation in the story where she wishes her husband was not alive. This would give her more freedom to do what she wanted to do. The biographical context of Kate Chopin can therefore be easily linked to this story. Kate was a renowned real life story writer who wrote on things that were real and affected the society. Among her other famous story is Awakening (1899) which saw her become so famous in the artistic works and realistic novels (Chopin, 2003).
Exploration of themes or stylistic characteristics.
Kate Chopin focuses more on character rather than the plot on this story. This is a very unique characteristic of a realistic literature. The author therefore puts her message clear through use of this style hence making the story more realistic.  There is also use of imagery in the short story. The fainting of the sound of the singing birds and people is an imagery. This signifies the hopelessness that is slowly coming to the widow`s life after the loss of her husband. This style is used to bring out the message effectively to the audience hence increasing clarity and simplicity of the message.
Relevance.
This work is very relevance as it depicts the normal behaviors of individuals in the society. This reality of the story is very open in today’s society as people still struggle on the most effective way pass sad messages to the loved ones especially on issues of death. The women in the society is not also completely free as they are still controlled by their men in the society. In some countries the roles of the women are still constrained to household chores. This makes this story very relevant to today’s world and society.
Personal perspective and lessons.
Reading this story has really changed my mind about the happiness which is usually portrayed in the marriage. The women are sometimes not happy a marriage as always portrayed in the society. The story sheds more light on this issue since most women wish their husbands were not alive in order to enjoy their freedom. This rubbishes believe that I had about women in the society and the issues of marriages being a happy institution. The role of women also has changed significantly though from the story, women have been denied their freedom and rights for a long time.
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